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Beechfield School

Thursday, 10 September 2020
Dear Parent / Carer,

COVID-19 UPDATE
When we return to school in the autumn term we often see an increase in colds and other illnesses. In the current
climate it is obviously difficult to distinguish between these common illnesses and Coronavirus. It is also difficult to
know whether or not to keep your child off school and whether you should take your child for a test.
Please read the information below to help inform your decision about sending your child into school, and whether or
not you should arrange a test.
Here is a summary of what you need to know and a flow chart to help you make your decision quickly and accurately:

Step 1: Check for symptoms of coronavirus (there may be one or more symptoms)




A high temperature
A new cough where you keep on coughing. This means coughing a lot, for more than an hour, or three or
more episodes of coughing in a day
Losing, or there being a change to, your sense of smell or taste

Step 2: Check with the NHS 111 service
To receive medical advice about your symptoms, use the NHS 111 online service https://111.nhs.uk/covid-19/ or NHS
111 phone line.

Step 3: Phone your GP
Phone your GP to arrange a phone or video call to discuss your child’s symptoms.

Step 4: Arrange a possible test
To arrange a test for your child, call 119. They will run through a series of questions to ascertain whether or not your
child needs to be tested. There is a high volume of calls at the moment so you will need to be persistent and possibly
be prepared to travel in order to receive the test. However, it is essential that your child/you are tested.
Finally, I hope that the suggested steps above will help you over the coming weeks. If your child is too unwell to come
to school with an illness that is not related to the coronavirus, please keep them off for at least 24 hours until they are
well enough to return.
If you wish to discuss your individual circumstances, please speak to a member of the school office team.
Yours sincerely,
Mrs Jackson

Headteacher
“Be Kind, Work Hard, Love Learning”

Does my child have a temperature,
new continuous cough or lost taste or
sense of smell?

Yes

Does any member of our household
have a temperature, new continuous
cough or lost taste or sense of smell?

No

Yes

Child and siblings stay at home.

All members of the household stay at
home.

CHILD MUST GET COVID TEST
- COVID NHS Number 119 MUST INFORM SCHOOL OF RESULT

Member of household showing symptoms
must get COVID test
– COVID NHS NUMBER 119 –
Others get tested if they show symptoms
MUST INFORM SCHOOL OF RESULT

Positive

Negative

Child stays at
home for at least
10 days and
temperature has
gone and siblings
(whole household)
isolate for 14
days.

Child is well and
temperature gone.

If child shows any COVID-19
symptoms they cannot return
to school without receiving a
NEGATIVE TEST.

Negative

Child and siblings can go to
school

“Be Kind, Work Hard, Love Learning”

Positive

Child and siblings (whole
household) stays at home for
10 days.

If you are contacted by NHS
Test and Trace (and your
child was with you during the
contact with the COVID-19
person) you and your child
must self-isolate for 14 days,
even if either of you receive a
negative test.

