
Red Words (Tricky Words)  

Red for a while words – these are red words that may appear in your child’s reading book 

before they have learnt that sound. As soon as the sound is taught they are turned into green 

words. Practice these so they can be taught by sight not blending.  

You may wish to cut them out and turn it into a game. 

he 

 

me we 

she 

 

be no 

go 

 

so old 

her 

 

saw my 

by 

 

why now 

how 

 

down over 

school 

 

  

 

Other red words – These words need to be just learnt by sight reading.  

I 

 

the you 

your 

 

said was 

are 

 

of want 

they 

 

do to 

does 

 

all call 

tall 

 

small any 

many 

 

anyone some 

come 

 

watch who 

where 

 

there here 

were 

 

brother other 

mother father love 



 

above two 

 

once 

buy 

 

worse walk 

talk 

 

caught bought 

thought 

 

through wear 

whole 

 

could would 

should 

 

great son 

water 

 

  

 


