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Tuesday 15th December 2020

Dear Parents, Carers and staff
Yesterday the government announced that along with London, Essex and other parts of Hertfordshire, Watford will join
tier three from Wednesday 16th December 2020. Tier three is deemed as ‘very high alert’ and is the highest level of alert
in the country – full tier three guidance can be found here. Under tier three rules, pubs and restaurants must close, except
for takeaway and delivery, and indoor entertainment venues such as theatres, bowling alleys and cinemas must remain
shut. Schools will remain open and we write today to remind you of the need to work together to keep each other safe. To
help to stop the rise of infection in our community please remember to:






wear a face covering
follow the one-way system in place
keep to one adult dropping children off
keep children off school if they or anyone in the household has coronavirus symptoms
inform school of a positive coronavirus test result immediately

Thank you to the majority of parents who are following the rules. There is however a number of parents who are still not
doing so, this is unacceptable. Given the growing infection rate, please can we stress that it is our expectation that whilst
on school property all visiting adults wear a face covering and follow our one way system.
Self-isolation period reduced from 14 days to 10 days
After reviewing the evidence, the Department for Health and Social Care has now reduced the number of days that
contacts self-isolate from 14 days to 10 days. This change applies to all those who are currently self-isolating including
those who commenced self-isolation before Monday when the guidance changed. When self-isolating do not:
visit family or friends
go to any shops or supermarkets - instead order food online or ask for help
go outside to exercise or walk your dog
go to work, university, college or school - instead work or study from home if you can
use public transport, taxis or share a car
attend parties or other events, even if these are outside.
Free school meal (FSM) vouchers for the Christmas holiday
 Hertfordshire County Council is teaming up with the Family Food Trust, a government backed charity, to help
them to deliver food vouchers to children and young people in receipt of free school meals.
 A total of £30 per entitled child will be provided for the Christmas holidays (10 days)
 This support is not available for children entitled to Universal Infant Free School Meals, but entitled children in
Reception, Year 1 and 2 will receive a voucher.
 Vouchers will be emailed to eligible families this week. If you are unable to print your voucher, please contact the
school so that we can assist you with this.
 Families who do not qualify for free school meals but are worried about their finances or having enough food this
winter can contact HertsHelp, email info@hertshelp.net, call 0300 123 4044 or visit www.hertshelp.net
Symptoms and when to get tested
The main symptoms of coronavirus are:
 A high temperature
 A new, continuous cough
 A loss or change to sense of smell or taste
If you or anyone in your household develops symptoms, arrange for a coronavirus test. This can be done online
at www.nhs.uk/coronavirus or by calling 119. If you are not sure if symptoms could be coronavirus, consult the online
NHS symptom checker.
James Roach – CEO, Inclusive Multi Academy Trust
Gillian Jackson – Headteacher, Beechfield School

Cheska Tyler – Headteacher, Cherry Tree School
Sebastian Gray – Headteacher, Laurance Haines School

Happy children learn, happy staff thrive, happy parents build a community

“Inspiring and nurturing our children and their community to be the very best they can be!

