	Year 1

	Reading skill
	National curriculum objectives / end points
	Question ideas for independent application

	Vocabulary
	Work out what new words mean based on what they already know
Join in with repetitive phrases when listening 

	What does … mean? How do you know?
How do we know…? (directing them to a word e.g. how do we know X was sad? Because it said crying

	Retrieving
	Identify the title of the story 
Retell the events of a story
With support, justify their views about texts they have had read to them e.g. uses the word ‘because’ 
Begin to understand how written language can be structured differently according to genre e.g. in order to build surprise in a narrative or present facts in non-fiction 
Identifies where key information is located using indexes, glossaries and dictionaries
	What happens when/before/after?
Do you like.. why/why not?
Where can you find information about…?
What happens at the beginning/middle/end of the story?
Where does it say…?

	Summarising
	Listen to stories and say what they do/don’t like about them
Retell the events of a story
Say what is similar and different between a story and their own life
Retell stories that they know well 
	What happened before/after/at the beginning/at the end..?
What do you think this story is about? How do you know?
What lesson did (character) learn?
What questions do you have for (character)?

	Inferring
	Understand the story they are reading 
Uses different voice pitch to indicate whether they are reading an exclamation or question 
Makes simple inferences about characters’ actions

	How is (character) feeling now?
Why is..
How might..
Where could..
How do you know..?

	Predicting
	Predict what might happen next
	What might happen next…? 




















	Year 2 reading skills

	Reading skill
	National curriculum objectives / end points
	Question ideas for independent application

	Vocabulary
	Recognise story language
Work out what new words mean and discuss favourite ones
	What does … mean? How do you know?
What is the best word that describes…? Why do you like it?

	Retrieving
	Retrieves information stated within text 
Uses evidence from a text – may look through the book to help them remember or use information 
Makes statements about characters on the basis of what is said and done, making note of how verbs and adverbs support their judgements e.g. ‘I think she is selfish/kind/angry because it says she…’ 
Recognises that information is grouped according to subject 
Identifies simple literary language e.g. words/phrases that identify a traditional tale/narrative/ story 
Identifies how settings and characters are created using specific vocabulary that creates imagery 
	What does it say about…?
Show me how you know… ?
What is (character) like..? Why are they feeling…? Is (character) nice/kind/mean – how do you know?
Where will you find information about…?
Would you like to go to (setting)? Why/why not?
How is (setting) described?
What word is used to tell us that…? e.g. the setting is scary, beautiful, etc
How do you feel about (setting or character?) Why?


	Summarising
	Discuss the sequence of events in a book and how they are linked together
Work out what books might be about
Identifies common themes in traditional tales e.g. use of magic objects, good overcoming evil, a bad character learning a lesson and changing their behaviour 
	What happened before/after/at the beginning/at the end..?
What do you think this story is about? How do you know?
What lesson did (character) learn?
What questions do you have for (character)?

	Inferring
	Identifies evidence of change as a result of events, for example in character behaviour 
Uses expression and intonation that reflects understanding of character and events, and that takes account of word choice and punctuation (recital/retellings)
Justifies opinions based on reading 
	How is (character) feeling now?
What voice should we use to read..? (angry/excited/quiet)
What does (character) say that tells us they are bad/good/evil/kind?
What does (dialogue) tell us about (character)?
Why is..
How might..
Where could..
How do you know..?

	Predicting
	Predict what might happen next based on what you have already read
Offers alternative plotlines or endings
	What could happen after…? What makes you think that/how do you know?
What else could have happened after..? What in the story made you think of that?



	Year 3 reading skills 

	Reading skill
	National curriculum objectives / end points
	Question/activity ideas for independent application

	Vocabulary
	- use knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes to read unfamiliar words
- identify and understand meanings of a wide range of conjunctions used to link events together
	 Which word tells us that…
How do we know what X means.. (look at prefix/suffix/root word)
Look at the conjunction… what is it’s use in the sentence…?/what does it mean? Why has it been chosen?

	Retrieving
	- use contents pages and indexes to locate, retrieve and record information from non-fiction texts
- refer back to the text for evidence when explaining
	Tell the children roughly where in the text the answer is – on page X, the paragraph beginning..
What/when/where/why/who/how questions  
I know this because it says…
What word/phrase tells us.. 
Use the contents page to find.. 
In the index, look for… and then on these pages, find out.. 
What does (character) think/say about.. 
When does… 
True/false
According to the text, how long/often/much, etc does… 

	Summarising
	- summarise main ideas from a text
- begin to identify themes across texts e.g. friendship, good and evil, bullying
	Give the children some options, e.g. growing up, trust, friendships, misuse of great power, betrayal.  Ask the children what they think the theme of the story/chapter/text is and explain why – show the children how to prove it by using evidence from the text. 

	Inferring
	- suggest reasons for actions and events
- infer characters’ feelings, motives, behaviour and relationships based on - descriptions and their actions in the story
- identify with characters and make links with own experiences when making judgements about the characters’ actions
- justify their views about what they have read
- identify how settings are used to create atmosphere e.g. what words/phrases in this description indicate that bad things might be about to happen in this place?
	Why did (character)… ?  
Why did (event) happen? How could (event) have been avoided?
How do we know (character) likes/dislikes, etc…?
Do you think (character) should have….? Why/why not?

	Predicting
	- predict what might happen from details stated and can indicate the strength/likelihood of their prediction being correct 

	Linking to inference – what evidence is there to suggest the likelihood of their prediction?

	Authorial intent
	- evaluate effectiveness of texts (stepping stone to deepening statement) e.g. discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s imagination 

	Why has the author chosen (word/phrase) to describe ___?

Is  ___ an effective word? Explain why

Would ____ be a good word/phrase to describe…. why/why not?




	Year 4

	Reading skill
	National curriculum objectives / end points
	Question / activity ideas for independent application

	Vocabulary
		- applies word reading knowledge to infer meaning of unfamiliar words 

	- notes examples of descriptive language and explains the mood or atmosphere they create 

	- identifies how authors use precise vocabulary to meet the intended purpose/effect e.g. They slipped into the room unnoticed 



	What does the word/phrase ….. mean? (model how to ‘read around’ the word)
Describe the atmosphere where/when…..  (model how to find descriptive language)
Why has the author chosen to use the word X to describe, explain, etc?
What word/phrase tells us that… ? How do you know?

	Retrieving
		- retrieves information from text where there is competing (distracting) information 

	- identifies key words and phrases as evidence when making a point 

	- identifies the way descriptive language and small details are used to build an impression of an unfamiliar place 

	- identifies figurative and expressive language that builds a fuller picture of a character 



	What/when/where/why/who/how questions  
True/false
What word/phrase tells us that… ?
How does X feel about (place/event) – how do you know?
How do we know X is feeling ….. ?
Is (character) good/bad/evil/kind/friendly, etc? How do you know?
Do you think (character) would.. ? Why/why not?

	Summarising
		- explains and justifies an opinion on the resolution of an issue/whole narrative 

	- summarises the main ideas of texts, including non-fiction 



	Do you think (character) should have…?  Why/why not? (model how the answer needs to link to what happened in the story- e.g. X should not have given the key to X because it meant… etc. 
What is chapter/text/section about? How do you know?
See Y3

	Inferring
		- identifies techniques used by the author to persuade the reader to feel sympathy or dislike 

	- justifies opinions of particular characters and/or settings 

	- distinguishes between fact and opinion 

	- makes deductions about the motives and feelings that might lay behind characters’ words 

	- evaluates texts for their appeal for the intended audience 



	Is (character) appealing/likeable?  Why/why not? (Model using evidence) 
What advice would you give to (character)? Explain why (again, model how to use evidence, e.g. it says X is … therefore I would advise them to…)
Would you visit (place)? Why/why not?
Give statements and children decide if they are fact/opinion (look at past Y6 reading papers for ideas).
Is it possible that…. How do you know? (e.g. is it possible that X could be a teacher? Yes because she was marking a register when..)
Could it have been X who…. ?  (e.g. Could it have been the Headteacher who locked the door? No because there was big muddy foot prints and it says the Head always wore shiny stilettoes)

	Predicting
	- predicts on the basis of mood or atmosphere how a character will behave in a particular setting 

	Is X likely to…. ? Why/why not?
Is the next chapter going to end well/badly? How do you know?

	Authorial intent
	- understands how authors use a variety of sentence constructions 

	Why has the author chosen to use the word/phrase/sentence?
What word/phrase/sentence has the author chosen to make us feel..?
How has the author created a sense of… ?
How should the reader feel when… ?








	Year 5 reading skills

	Reading skill
	National curriculum objectives / end points
	Question / activity ideas for independent application

	Vocabulary
		- uses a range of strategies to identify the meaning of new vocabulary 

	- identifies examples of effective description that evoke time or place commenting both on word and sentence choice 



	How can we work out what X means?
The word X is used to describe (character, place, feeling, etc) – what do you think it means? (Model how to ‘read around’ the word to get the meaning)
What time of day did X happen; how do you know? (Because it says..)
Where was X when…. ? How do you know? (Because it says…)

	Retrieving
		- comments on use of language using terminology including onomatopoeia, metaphor, personification 

	- identifies how the author signals change in the narration, time and place and notes the effect that this has on them as the reader 

	- retrieves information, referring to more than one place in the text, and where there is competing (distracting) information 

	- comments on how a character is built and presented, referring to dialogue, action and description 



	What/when/where/why/who/how questions  
True/false
How is (place, setting, character, etc) described?
When/why/how does… ?  How do you know?  (Model how to find this in more than one place in the given text)
How should we feel when… ? Explain why..
How many times does… ? (Give evidence)
Is (character) going to…? Explain how you know (model how to find evidence in more than one place – e.g. ‘possibly because it says they think it’s a good idea but then later in the paragraph it says X has hesitations’ – conflicting information)
Is X appealing/likeable/honest/brave/good/evil? How do you know? (model how to find evidence from dialogue, action and description)

	Inferring
		- provides evidence of characters changing during a story and discusses possible reasons where reasons are not obviously stated in the text 

	- recognises that characters may have different perspectives in the story 

	- considers the time and place where a story is set and looks for evidence of how that affects characters’ behaviour and/or plot development 

	- explores in-depth the meaning of particular multi-layered (figurative) word/phrases, deciding what effect the author most probably intended on the reader and justifying this with further evidence from the text 



	How has X grown/developed during the story? (You may need to reference back to a beginning chapter if looking at a long story – direct the children where to find the evidence with page numbers, etc)
Does X feel the same about (event, place, person) as Y does? How do you know?
Do you think X has changed? How/why? (again, model how there may be more than one point of evidence from across the text – but tell them where it is!)
Why didn’t X… (do/think the same thing as another character)?
How does time/place affect (character’s) behaviour/actions/choices?


	Summarising

	- summarises events in a chapter/section of story/short text 
	Give the children 4 or 5 events (short bullet points) and ask to put in order – look at Y6 past reading SATs papers for examples of this
This text/paragraph is about…  (multiple choice) – look for evidence

	Predicting
	- identifies whether changes in characters met or challenged the reader’s expectations 

	Did you expect X to… why/why not? Use evidence to explain your answer
How did you know that X would… Use evidence to explain your answer
What do you think X will do next? Use evidence to explain your answer (could be linked to events/actions/thoughts/dialogue/emotions) etc?
Evaluate predictions in the above question after reading on. 


	Comparing
	- identifies balanced or biased viewpoints and discuss texts which explore more than one perspective on an issue 
- checks whether viewpoint changes in the story 
- compare how people/events are different

	Do X and Y think the same thing? (Model how to answer – yes/no because X …… and Y ……. therefore they do/do not think the same)
How many issues are raised in the text? What are they?
What differing sides to the argument/discussion are there?
Why might people either agree or disagree with… ?











	Year 6 reading skills

	Reading skill
	National curriculum objectives / end points
	Question / activity ideas for independent application

	Vocabulary
	- uses a range of strategies to understand the meaning of new vocabulary 
- analyses, and explains the impact of, authors’ techniques and use of language e.g. expressive or figurative language, - range of sentence structure, repetition etc 
	How can we work out what X means?
The word X is used to describe (character, place, feeling, etc) – what do you think it means? (Model how to ‘read around’ the word to get the meaning)
Why has the author chosen the word/phrase X to describe..?
How does the word/phrase make the reader feel?

	Retrieving
	- retrieves information, referring to more than one place in the text, and where there is competing (distracting) information 
- recognises how the author of non-fiction texts expresses, sequences and links points 
- explains how poets and other writers create shades of meaning, justifying own views with reference to the text [leads to full statement in additional criteria] 

	See Y5 
What/when/where/why/who/how questions
True/false
Find 2 pieces of evidence that X is…. 
Is (character)… ? Find one piece of evidence that suggests they are and one that suggests they aren’t (e.g. that they are annoyed)
Poetry – what does the word/phrase… mean? (figurative, descriptive language)
Do you think the poet thinks/believes….  how do you know?

	Inferring
	- analyses why and how scene changes are made and how they affect characters and events 
- distinguishes between implicit and explicit points of view 
- explains the intent of the author e.g. explains how the author has tried to manipulate the emotions/bias of the reader 

	What happened to (character) when…. (linked to scene change)
How did (event) affect (character or event) – e.g. how did the crash affect how the school play went?
What does X believe/think/feel about… ?
Do you think (character) really thinks… ? How do you know?
Why did the author tell us about…? Why didn’t the author…?

	Summarising

	- analyses dialogue at certain points in a story and summarises its purpose e.g. to explain plot, show character and relationships, convey mood or create humour 
- summarises competing views (also comparison)
- summarises events in a chapter/section of story/short text 
	Give the children 4 or 5 events (short bullet points) and ask to put in order – look at Y6 past reading SATs papers for examples of this
This text/paragraph is about…  (multiple choice) – look for evidence
How does (characters’) conservation affect… ? (linked to plot)
Do (character) and (character) feel the same about… ?
How do (characters’) opinions differ from each other?
Give the children 4 or 5 events (short bullet points) and ask to put in order – use the SATs question format for this. 

	Authorial intent
	- justifies agreement or disagreement with narrator’s point of view when evaluating a text 

	Do you agree with…? Explain why/why not
Do you think the author should have… ? why/why not?


	Comparing
	explains how a personal response has altered at various points across a text as the narrative viewpoint changes 
explains how a change in motive/feeling has happened
	How could the reader’s feelings change about… in the text?
What has happened to make the reader feel differently about… ?
What changed in the story; why might we feel differently now?



